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ARE YOU A MEMBER?

SUMMER
CONFERENCE

HBCU SUMMIT

Sign up today or renew
your membership!
Click here to sign up
for SEPSEA.

SAVE THE DATE: 
August 9-11th, 2023 
in Atlanta, Georgia  

For more info 
check out sepsea.org

https://www.sepsea.org/membership.html
https://www.sepsea.org/


PROGRAM HIGHLIGHT

CLEMSON LIFE

RESOURCES &
RESEARCH

The IDEAL Program is located at
Lipscomb University in Nashville,
TN. This program currently has
18 students, 15 of which live on
campus in residential dorms.
Their students gain work
experience through on campus
and off campus internships.
Lipscomb will be hosting the
upcoming SEPSEA conference! 

 

Applications for the
ClemsonLIFE Program for
the next academic school
year go live in May. You
can apply on their website.
Click here to check out
their website!

Click here to read about
research on the Strategic
Planning Tool that is currently
being used to develop
postsecondary programs in
Florida.

https://www.clemson.edu/education/programs/programs/culife/index.html
https://journals.gmu.edu/index.php/jipe/article/view/3176/1962


NEWS FROM ARKANSAS

NEWS FROM ALABAMA

RESOURCES &
RESEARCH

Arkansas has officially started a
state alliance! All programs have
come together to build their
coalition. They are developing a
mission, bylaws, etc. They had a
great first meeting and will be
meeting monthly! Keep an eye
out for the great things Arkansas
will be doing this coming year!

 
 

Want to learn more about
inclusive higher education
programs in Alabama? Click
here to register for their
upcoming virtual fair or to learn
more.

May 3, 2023
College Prep Summit 

There will be a keynote
speaker, panels, and a
college fair in the
afternoon. 

Click here to register. 
 

https://auburn.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_dnwdqHyfyUUkLzw
https://universityofalabama.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_5ziEu2qnK8EUdue


THINK COLLEGE

IPSE AWARENESS

Think College will host a
state alliance capacity
building institute (CBI) as
a breakout session strand
at the 2023 SEPSEA
Conference. 

 Public Awareness Week: This
week-long event will offer daily
virtual learning events. There’s
something for everyone, including
information and resources for
students, families, educators,
transition professionals, and
higher education personnel. Visit
the event registration page for all
the event dates, times, and
descriptions. 

‘Get Ready for IPSE Day
2023’
This event is Friday April 28th
from 12-1pm ET. Attendees will
learn about resources to help
you participate in the
celebration and promote
college access for students with
intellectual disability on IPSE
Day 2023 (May 1). 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://events.zoom.us/ev/ApY2fgWFrbkwpxtj5oymjtLHBjK-TkQvBn2ShrCdwsst5w92rZui*AvoIo32ljeKUearTKfqtR-3VZkHHclv4YMMm0WNBqT2blhNyfssY0caw4g__;fg!!PirnAJVEmx4jpg!4Lw3nxyzMiOCLgM448PD7463nBOWU8x8GNJ6m64-QqpgIyqCo-US8vQcNW9r1Eb4TCxGf_gN30EBadRDozyyl0_jO4U0HFA$


MEET OUR 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Tom Smith, 
University Professor
of Special Education, 
University of
Arkansas

Tom Smith, Executive
Director
tecsmith@uark.edu

 

Tom received his doctorate from Texas
Tech University. He served as Dean of the
College of Education and Health
Professions at the University of Arkansas
for seven years before returning to the
special education faculty. While dean he
initiated the university’s EMPOWER post-
secondary education program and remains
the faculty advisor for the program.

E-MAIL

Brief BIO



From the Executive Director
 

I have now been the Executive Director of SEPSEA for several
months. During this time, I have had the opportunity to meet
numerous times with our board of directors and executive
board. I also attended the State of the Art conference in
Syracuse, participated with Think College in numerous
meetings, and represented SEPSEA at the DCDT and DADD
conferences. The past several months have been a growing
period for SEPSEA. The founders of SEPSEA laid a strong
foundation for the organization to move forward, and as a
result, we are truly becoming the professional development
organization that was intended. Our Board of Directors and
Executive Board have met several times and agreed on an
agenda that will enable SEPSEA to provide critical
professional development to existing and newly established
IPSE programs and help develop new programs. Many
SEPSEA committees have been meeting regularly to carry out
specific committee assignments. If you are interested n serving
on a committee, please let us know; committees are our
mechanism for doing the SEPSEA work. Our website is being
updated regularly, and we have transferred to Wild Apricot, a
software program for membership and other organizational
activities. 

SEPSEA wants to support strong state alliances; our ultimate
goal is for all four and two-year colleges and universities in the
southeast to have IPSE programs. While this may be a
difficult-to-achieve goal, we want to expand our region's
network of programs as much as possible.
SEPSEA is moving from an institutional-based organization to
an individual-based program, meaning that we will no longer
have institutional membership; SEPSEA will comprise
individual members. The SEPSEA board believes that an
individual-based membership will be more robust and
sustainable in carrying out the organization's work. 

 



 The SEPSEA Chair, Kristin Johnson, and I have also been
involved with Think College in developing additional regional
alliances. While our primary mission is to provide professional
development for states and programs in the southeast, we are
also working with other regional alliances to create a solid
national support network. With the support of Think College,
regional and state alliances, young adults with intellectual
disabilities will have many opportunities to participate in IPSE
programs. 
Our annual SPESEA conference will be in Nashville May 18-19.
Many thanks to Misty Parsley for chairing the conference
committee as part of her responsibilities as vice chairperson for
professional development. Please try to attend if possible;
registration and lodging are available on the SEPSEA website.
We are also working with Think College to host a summit
focusing on historically black colleges and universities
(HBCUs). This meeting will be in Atlanta in August. We want to
expand IPSE programs to HBCUs in the southeast.
As Executive Director, I work for the board and carry out any
duties and responsibilities I am assigned. Please feel free to
contact me about anything you need from SEPSEA. The Board
of Directors look forward to providing you with as much support
as you need to make your programs even more exemplary than
they already are.

Tom Smith, Executive Director
tecsmith@uark.edu


